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John Bartlett 


Nationalit British 


y 
Born 19 January 1955 (age 69) 

Hove, East Sussex, England 
Retired 1993 
Years 14 
active 


Teams Goodmans Team Chevron, Roy Baker 
Racing, Grand Prix Racing 
Promotions, Team Bardon, Gunner 
Porsche, Star Union, R & D Motorsport 


Starts 140 
Wins | 7 
Poles 4 
Fastest 6 
laps 

Best Willhire 24 Hours in 1991 

finish 


Previous series 
WSCC - Group C1, Group C2 


John Bartlett (born 19th January 1955 11) is best known as a former WSCC 
race driver and Team owner from the 1980's. Following a serious horse riding 


accident in 198812 and major legal wrangles with his insurers (see below), 
Bartlett retired from motorsport in 1993. Although severely dyslexics, his first 
novel, based on his experience within the British legal system, was published 
in 201011. 


He subsequently retrained as a PAD! scuba instructor, moving his family to 
Nosy Be [nus ‘bei! an island off the northwest coast of Madagascar, where 
they established a scuba diving centre. Later, they returned to the UK, where 
Bartlett established a second scuba school in Maidstone Kent, developed 
the first ever web based, interactive scuba training system”, and wrote his 
second novell. 


Racing Career 


Bartlett started racing FF1600 cars (Lotus 61) in 1979 before moving into 
Group C Sports Car Racing . In 1983 he began to establish himself as a 
sports car driver in the British Thundersports series and the BRDC Sportscar 
Championship, securing 3 wins, 2 second places and 5 lap records. In 1984 
he became a World Sportscar Championship drivert1, competing in Group C 
prototypes and in the American IMSA Camel Lights (driving Spice SE87L & 
SE88P)n1. That year Bartlett also established his own WSCC Team (Grand 
Prix Racing Promotionst2!), competing around the world, including the Le 
Mans 24 Hourt'3] in 1984, 85, 86 and 87141. 


In 1988 Bartlett was seriously injured in a horse riding accidents! but for over 
three years, medical professionals failed to correctly identify significant spinal 
fractures, flattened nerves and broken vertebraet's. As a result, he continued 
trying to compete with severe spinal injuries, winning Class A and securing 
fastest lap at the Esso Willhire 24 Hour in 199107108, with Robin Donovan. 
Bartlett also won at the Lime Rock Independence Day Trophy race (IMSA 
GTP class) on 4th July, driving a prototype Porsche 966, developed from the 
Porsche 962, by Gunnar Racing in Floridats!. 


John Bartlett - Gunnar 966 Porsche - Lime Rock Independence Day Trophy (IMSA GTP 
class) 4th July 199120 


The lack of an accurate diagnosis at the time of his 1988 accident and his 
attempts to continue racing, caused major ramifications with his insurers, 


leading them to accuse him of fraudi2 and complaints that he couldn't have 
been injured (see below). 

Bartlett's Team, Grand Prix Racing Promotions, succumbed to the UK 
recession in 199123, but against legal and medical advice: and exacerbating 
his legal problems, he returned in 1993 for a final season, racing the Lola T89 
Buick IndyCar for the Star Union Team in Interserie 


Sky Esso Willhire 24 Hours Race Snetterton 


Te 


Star Union Racing Team 1993 


Teams 


A sports prototype driver for much of his career, Bartlett raced in WSCC and 
IMSA Championships with: 
e Grand Prix Racing Promotions - Bardon DB1 & DB2 (Ford Cosworth), 
Chevron B62 (Ford Cosworth), Harrier LR7/Scorpion (Chevrolet) 
e Lester Ray Racing - Harrier LR5 Cosworth BDA & LR6 (Chevrolet). 
e Rex Hart Racing - Lola T610 (Ford Cosworth), Bardon DB1 & DB2 
(Ford Cosworth) 
e Roy Baker Racing - Tiga GC286 (Ford Cosworth) 
e Spice - Spice SE87L & SE88P (Pontiac) 
e Roger Nevet Racing - SKY TV, Ford Sierra RS (Cosworth) 
- Star Union Racing - Lola T89 Indy (Buick) 


Books 


Bartlett completed his first novel, "Chequered Justice" in 2010, a legal 
thriller alternating between the race track and the British justice systema. He 
has stated that Chequered Justice is based on his own true story, but was 
published as a fiction for legal reasons. The "Author's Note" at the start of 
Chequered Justice, reads: 


"For reasons that may become apparent (despite living 
in a country with supposed free speech), I am not 
permitted to publish my full factual account of 
proceedings, but I am allowed to write a novel or fiction 
based on them... what follows therefore, is a novel based 
purely on personal experience," 5! 

In 2011 the Kindle eBook edition reached Number 1 in Amazon's bestseller 
list for courtroom thrillers and in August 2013, it won a "Book of the Day 
Award"es. In 2014 the unabridged audio book edition was released, voiced 


by the late Leslie Phillips CBE@7s1 with Nick Ross former BBC Watchdog 
presenter, recreating the Watchdog PP! exposé in Chequered Justice. 
His second novel, "Dark Horse"), based mainly on his childhood, was 
released in November 2012 as paperback and as a Kindle eBook in 2013. 


Chequered Justice & Dark Horse by John Bartlett 
Gyo e 


Leslie Phillips CBE voices the audiobook edition of John Bartlett's legal 
thriller, Chequered Justice’ 


Other Publications 


In October 2022, EVRO Publishing released Driven to Crime by Crispian 
Besley - ISBN 978-1-910505-70-0. Chapter 9 provided a detailed account of 
Bartlett's racing career with an in-depth background into his case, trial and 
battle to clear his name. 


Specific references to Bartlett's career and legal problems: 


Cover: © Giuseppe Camuncoli 


^ Driven to Crime 2022, p. 53 - Securing 3 wins, 2 second places and 5 lap 
records 

^ Driven to Crime 2022, p. 53 - Became a World Sportscar Championship 
driver in 1984 

^ Driven to Crime 2022, p. 54 - Thrown from ex-racehorse and badly injuring 
his back 

^ Driven to Crime 2022, p. 54 - Bartlett wins Class A 1991 Esso Willhire 24 
Hour driving with Robin Donovan 

^ Driven to Crime 2022, p. 51 - Supported by actor Gareth Hunt, Bartlett 
became a full time racing driver 

^ Driven to Crime 2022, p. 55 - Bartlett had written to BBC Watchdog about 
his plight which prompted an expose that put Payment protection insurance 
under national scrutiny for the first time 

^ Driven to Crime 2022, p. 50 - Bartlett charged with making false claims to 
his insurers 

^ Driven to Crime 2022, p. 56 - Bartlett's defence was that he was claiming 
from an Accident Policy, not a Sickness Policy and that it obliged the insurer 
to pay out regardless of whether or not he was employed, sick or looking for 
work 

^ Driven to Crime 2022, p. 56 - Robin Donovan drove the Gunnar 966 
Porsche at Zolder in Belgium on 9th August 1992, obtaining 5th place which 
triggered the substantial payout of £160,000 (US$250,000) 

^ Driven to Crime 2022, p. 56 - Bartlett's insurers agreed under Cross 
Examination that he was eligible to claim for both unemployment and injury 


Personal Life and Education 


John Bartlett grew up in Brighton, West Sussex. He was educated at St 
Christopher's School Hove, and then as a boarder at Shoreham Grammar 
School. He describes his school days as traumatic, being regularly beaten by 
teachers to the point of drawing blood, socially excluded and bullied by fellow 
pupils due to his undiagnosed learning difficulties and profound dyslexial"l. 
He left school at the age of 15 with no formal qualifications but with a keen 
interest in electronics and within three years had established his own 
electronics companyé2!. His Company rapidly expanded and by the time he 
was 20, occupied a 5000 square foot factory in Portsladetssis41, designing and 
manufacturing smoke detection systems for the fire and security industry. In 
1979 Bartlett designed and manufactured one of the first low cost, low 
emission, ionization smoke detectorsissitse, 


In 1979, Bartlett was described by Electronics Weekly, as "...a walking 
electronics genius"s7⁄. At age 24, he sold his Company to focus on his dream 


of becoming a racing driver. Bartlett has stated that his early success in 
electronics acted as a springboard enabling him to move into the world of 
motorsport, where with the support of actor Gareth Huntt#ies401 he became a 
full time driver and owner of his own WSCC racing Team. 

In 1985, Bartlett married Mary Elizabeth Turner. They have two sons, George 
and Jonathan. 


At the age of 39 Bartlett was diagnosed by a leading consultant and former 
director of the Dyslexia Institute, now Dyslexia Action with both atypical 
abilities and serious learning disabilities: a reading age of 13 years and 
spelling age of 8 years, but an intellectual ability higher than 89% of his 
peers, the discrepancy between his intellectual ability and literacy underlining 
the extent of his severe dyslexia‘). 


Autism & ADHD 


In addition to dyslexia, Bartlett revealed on his website in 2017 that he'd been 
diagnosed with High-functioning autisma (now referred to as ASD) and, in 
2022, Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD) #3441, He describes how 
after his diagnoses, “...everything suddenly made sense”, and explained why, 
as an autistic child, he'd always been socially excluded and bullied, adding 
"At school, some teachers abused me, others would thrash me to the point of 
drawing blood". 


He says his ASD and ADHD have been both a blessing and a curse, giving 
him intense focus for electronics and motorsport but also a compulsive 
additive nature that has very often been misunderstood by people. 


Legal Problems 


In January 1993, BBC Watchdog broadcast an exposé on the Payment 
protection insurance industry (PPI), featuring Bartlett's insurersi#s, who had 
initially rejected his PP! redundancy claim. After sending his PPI company a 
copy of his Watchdog letters, they placed him under surveillance with one 
investigator wrongly reporting that Bartlett had been observed riding horses 
from his Sussex home when supposedly injuredi*!. However, they 
subsequently accepted their investigator had been watching the wrong 
persons! 


Despite the mistake, the PPI company still reported Bartlett and days later the 
Metropolitan Police raided his home, charging him with frauds, the PPI 
companies alleging that Bartlett's claims were still fraudulent because he was 


also claiming on an accident policy following a horse riding accident. Later, 
they acknowledged that Bartlett had always been eligible to claim 
simultaneously on his IP! accident/redundancy policy®"). 

Shortly before the trial was due to commence Bartlett was raided again, 
additional charges being added after the police discovered Bartlett had been 
involved in a Prize Indemnity race at Brands Hatch at the time he was both 
unemployed and injured. 

At the start of this now very complex Trial for any jury to comprehend, 
Bartlett's Defence Barrister was then himself injured and unable to represent 
Bartlett for some weeks, the Trial Judge however allowing the Trial to 
continue in the Barristers absence. During the November summing-up, the 
Jury were instructed to consider two primary factors: 


1). Choosing to ignore Bartlett's spinal damage from his 
1988 riding accident21, the Judge informed the Jury his 
injuries were caused by a gardening accident in 1991 
(leading to erroneous media reports that Bartlett only 
had a simple "back strain" but had claimed to be disabled 
from racing) (t5314, 


2). That Bartlett had contrived to deliberately bring 
down his own Company, Grand Prix Racing Promotions'!, to 
establish a new Team, Star Union, using Prize indemnity 
insurances! with his former co-driver. The Jury were told 
that Bartlett had fraudulently obtained money from his 
insurance companies by using those two primary factors 
and had embarked on a "web of deception and 
falsehoods" '57), 


After the 7 week trial, Bartlett was found guilty. He collapsed in the Dock and 
spent 6 weeks in Graylingwell Hospital after which the Judge insisted that 
Bartlett, still a hospital inpatient, return to Court for sentencing. He was 
sentenced to four years in prison and transferred directly to high security 
HMP Wandsworthes, where on arrival, still vehemently maintaining his 
innocence, Bartlett went on an immediate hunger strike!s9. 


As a result of his 6 weeks hospitalisation in Graylingwell Hospital, Bartlett was 


refused the right to appeal on grounds he had missed the critical 28 day 
Appeal Lodge deadline). 


Criminal Cases Review Commission (CCRC) 


In 2023, the CCRC published its Report on Bartlett's 1994 Trial and 
conviction... 


e Accepting criticism from a senior Spinal Surgeon that the trial Judge had 
curtailed his important medical evidence from being heard by the Jury (CCRC 
Point 240) tst62), 


e Accepting new MRI scansssisadetailing multiple spinal fractures with two 
broken vertebrae, one vertebra having being knocked forward in Bartlett's 
lower spine by a quarter of an inch, flattening and severely narrowing the 
exiting nerves to his right leg, causing a Spondylolisthesis at level L5 S1. 
These scans proved his injuries were caused by a traumatic impact (CCRC 
Point 239), consistent with his 1988 horse riding accident and evidence the 
Spinal Surgeon had attempted to tell the Jury‘). 


e Accepting Bartlett would not have known that his injuries were permanent 
when he commenced his claims (CCRC Point 238)i6. 


e Accepting new expert evidence from three independent Chartered 
Psychologists, each confirming that in addition to dyslexia, Bartlett also had 
previously undiagnosed lifelong conditions of High Functioning Autism (ASD) 
and ADHD, conditions the Jury would not have been aware of in 1994 and 
which may have adversely influenced them when Bartlett was giving his 
evidence. 


e Accepting new evidence showing Bartlett had not driven in the Zoldert! 
prize indemnity insurance race won by Robin Donovan in 19929177, However 
the CCRC concluded that although Bartlett wasn't the driver, he was still an 
unpaid Team member at the time of the race. 

Choosing to not refer Bartlett's case to the Court of Appeal, the CCRC 
decided that the new evidence provided had not met the ‘Real Possibility 
Test'”2|, the legal basis for making a referral. This ‘Test' has received 
considerable criticism for some time”3, notably by Dr Michael Naughton, a 
Director of the Innocence Network UK and leading academic expert on 
miscarriages of justice and wrongful convictions. Dr Naughton has stated that 
the current ‘Real Possibility Test' is: 


Dr Michael Naughton: "...entirely contrary to what the 
Royal Commission envisaged and directly against its 
recommendation that it be ‘independent of both the 
Government and the courts'" and "means that the CCRC are 
always in the realm of second-guessing what the Court of 


Appeal may think about cases that are received following 
a referral by the CCRC"), 


Bartlett's case was subsequently published on CCRC Watchrs, an 
Empowering the Innocent project, established by Dr Naughton. 


Bibliography 
e Chequered Justice ISBN 978-1-84624-524-4 
e Chequered Justice (Audiobook) ISBN 978-0-9569104-9-3 
- Dark Horse ISBN 978-0-9569104-2-4 
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